
Dominion Trail Elementary School  

PTA Pawprints 
March 2014  

Mar. 7: International Festival, 
6:00-8:30pm 

Mar. 11: PTA Meeting, 
8:45am, Cafeteria 

Mar. 12: “Army of One” Assembly 

Mar. 12: LEAP Meeting, 7pm,  
Loudoun Admin. Bldg. 

Mar. 15: Parents’ Night Out at 
Fitwize 4 Kids 

Mar. 17: 5th Grade Writing SOL 
(multiple choice) Begins 

Mar. 18: SEAC Meeting, 7pm, 
LCPS Admin Bldg. 

Mar. 19: MSAAC Meeting, 7pm, 
LCPS Admin Bldg. 

Mar. 20: Market Day orders due 

Mar. 22: Math Tournament for 
4th & 5th Graders 

Mar. 24: 5th Grade Writing SOL 
(short paper) begins 

Mar. 26: Market Day pickup out-
side Music Room; 5-6pm 

Mar. 28: PTA Spring Dance 

Mar. 31: Student Holiday 

April 2: Donuts with Dads 

April 9: Science Fair Showcase 

 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

Pawprints Delivery 

Pawprints is delivered electronically 

via the PTA Email List and available 

on the PTA website. If you wish to 

receive paper copies, please call 

Debbie at 703-726-8736 or notify 

the school office. Thank you! 

A Message from Your PTA President  

Thank you to Rupal Choksi and Michelle Plush for chairing a fun-filled Bingo night 

last Friday and congratulations to all the winners of the Silent Auction. Thank you 

for supporting DTES PTA! 

Thank you also to all the PTA members, volunteers, chairs, families who contrib-

uted to the No Frills Fundraiser, people who participate in the passive fundrais-

ing (Amazon, Box Tops, grocery, etc.), families who take part in Market Day, 

School Supplies, Spirit Nights, Spirit Wear, families who come to DTES events, 

families involved in Math Team and the Regional Math Tournament, and many 

more.   

As a result of DTES community support of the PTA, we have a surplus in the PTA 

budget. We are researching where the PTA can make the biggest impact to sup-

port the most DTES students. We anticipate proposing PTA budget changes in 

the next week and voting on those budget changes in the March 11 PTA meeting. 

Please mark your calendar to come on Tuesday, March 11 at 8:45am to hear 

about ways the DTES PTA can support DTES through the PTA budget. 

The DTES PTA is hosting a Regional Math Tournament at DTES on Sat, March 22. 

Thirty-six teams, made up of 5 students each, will be competing from around 

Loudoun County. Three of the teams are from DTES. Come see who can solve 

complex problems – try them yourself! If you are interested in helping or want to 

come celebrate academics and mathematics, please email Karen Cornfeld at ka-

renpta@yahoo.com. 

Please mark your calendars for the DTES Spring dance, scheduled for March 28.  

It’s a fun night of dancing and spending time with DTES friends. 

Hope to see you March 11 at 8:45 at the PTA meeting. 

Karen Cornfeld, PTA President 

karenpta@yahoo.com 

S OL testing begins this month at Dominion Trail. Please help to ensure 

that your child is at school on the days that he/she is scheduled for a 

test. Being well rested and having a good breakfast will help the students 

be prepared to do their best on the tests!  

http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/6307/International%20Festival%202014.pdf
http://dennisleeproductions.com/school-assembly/
http://www.lcps.org/domain/99
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/6307/ParentsNightOutDTES3-2014-1.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1513
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1494
https://www.marketday.com/welcome.aspx
http://www.lcps.org/Page/119839
mailto:karenpta@yahoo.com
mailto:karenpta@yahoo.com
mailto:karenpta@yahoo.com


President: Karen Cornfeld 
 karenpta@yahoo.com 

Vice President: Laura Dumouchelle 
 laura.dumouchelle@verizon.net 

Treasurer: Kara Burgan 
 kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com 

Secretary: Shannon Burns 
 shannonheather@gmail.com 

Membership Marlayna Diaz 
Secretary: marlaynadiaz@hotmail.com 

Web: www.lcps.org/page/44830  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/dtespta 
 

Meetings: Meetings are the second Tues-
day of most months. Morning 
meetings are at 8:45am in the 
cafeteria; Evening meetings are 
at 7pm in the library. 

Meeting Minutes:  www.lcps.org/page/44847 

D o m i n i o n  T r a i l  P T A  

How You Can Help:  

1) Join the PTA 

2) Volunteer your time to help with PTA 

programs and activities. 

3) Earn “free” money with our easy pro-

grams like Box Tops, Labels for Educa-

tion, Market Day, grocery card linking, 

Amazon School Rewards, Capri Sun 

pouch recycling, ink cartridge recycling, 

Target Take Charge of Education, My 

Coke Rewards, and other valuable pro-

grams! 

Email Signup 

Are you on our PTA email list? Contact 

dtes_pta@tjdjmail.com to sign up to re-

ceive information about PTA programs, 

activities, volunteer opportunities, and 

more!  

Follow us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/dtespta  

“Army of One” Assembly 

On March 12th, Dennis Lee (formerly with Nana Puddin’) will be at DTES. He 

was last here four years ago and has been requested to return by many parents. 

He will be performing his show, “Army of One.” Mr. Lee and his zany cast of 

ventriloquist characters will bring the ten pillars of great character to life at 

DTES. They will remind students to have strength of character, disci-

plined behavior, and how to follow the rules. One word, One thought, 

One action make all the difference in the world.  

The 9AM show will be held for students in K-2, and the 10AM show will be held 

for 3rd-5th graders. Afternoon kindergartners and future Huskies are invited to 

attend either show with their parents. 

Submitted by Martha Raterman, Cultural Arts Assemblies Chair 

It’s Budget Time in Loudoun 

County! 

On February 18 the School Board presented 

their FY15 proposed budget to the Loudoun 

County Board of Supervisors. During the 

presentation, the Board of Supervisors indicat-

ed that they do not intend to fund the pro-

posed budget in its current form. The Supervisors requested that the public con-

tact them with their thoughts on the proposed budget so they can make an in-

formed decision based on the desires of their constituents. 

Members of the public have a chance to comment on the proposed budget dur-

ing the Board of Supervisors’ final public hearing on the budget, scheduled for 

Saturday, March 1 from 9 a.m.-12 noon at the LCPS Administration Building, 

21000 Education Court in Ashburn. The Board also holds public input sessions at 

each of its business meetings, which are held on the first and third Wednesday 

of each month.  

In addition to speaking to the Board in person at a public input session or during 

a budget public hearing, you may send your comments about the Loudoun 

County budget via email to loudounbudget@loudoun.gov. You may also call the 

Citizen Comment Line, 703-777-0115; or write to the Board of Supervisors, P.O. 

Box 7000, Leesburg, VA 20177.  

For more information, please visit the Budget website. 

Donuts! 

Donuts with Dads is coming up on April 2! Mark your calendars 

now to visit Dominion Trail before school to share donuts with 

your child and learn more about what’s going on at school. 

http://www.lcps.org/page/44830
http://www.facebook.com/dtespta
http://www.lcps.org/page/44847
mailto:dtes_pta@tjdjmail.com
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/dtespta
http://dennisleeproductions.com/school-assembly/
http://www.lcps.org/page/1078
mailto:loudounbudget@loudoun.gov
http://www.loudoun.gov/index.aspx?NID=2857


Minority Student Academic Advisory 

Committee (MSAAC) 

The Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee 

(MSAAC) is dedicated to work in partnership with the 

Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS), parents and communi-

ty to further the academic, social and cultural development of 

every student and to ensure that the needs of all minority 

students are met. 

At the February MSAAC meeting, the following was discussed: 

-The next meeting will be March 19th at 7pm at the LCPS Ad-

ministration Building and will feature Christine Carmouze, a 

foster care parent trainer and recruiter. She will speak on the 

topic of building educational supports for children in foster 

care. 

Submitted by Blossom Martin, MSAAC Representative 

Thank You, Donors!  

Thank you to all of our 

generous donors for 

supporting us through 

the first half of the 

school year! Their support will make it possible for the PTA 

to achieve many of their goals this year. Please consider sup-

porting these businesses in return.  

Submitted by Kara Burgan, Donations Co-Chair 

Stay in Touch! 

Email: Are you on our PTA email 

list? Contact 

dtes_pta@tjdjmail.com to sign up 

to receive information about PTA 

programs, activities, volunteer op-

portunities, and more!  

Facebook: Follow us at 

facebook.com/dtespta  

Twitter: Get the updates at  

twitter.com/dtespta 

Special Education Advisory Committee 

(SEAC) 

The Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) is com-

posed of parents, educators, administrators, business repre-

sentatives, and other community groups concerned with the 

education of students with disabilities.  

Do you know an educator, support staff or administrator who 

has provided consistently outstanding services to advance 

the success of LCPS students with special needs? Nominate 

them for the 2013-2014 SEAC Recognition for Excellence in 

Supporting Special Education Award. 

 

SEAC is urging parents to contact the Board of Supervisors to 

express their support for full funding of our schools in their 

budget.  

Michele Davidson, SEAC Representative 

Your Hospitality Matters!  

Thank you for the tremendous support everyone provided 

for Bingo Night and Movie Night, you helped make these two 

events very successful!!  We have a few events coming up 

soon to include PEP, the Talent Show and SAW, please be on 

the lookout for you signup sheets. As always, thank you and 

we greatly appreciate all your donations!  

Dena Hargrave, Hospitality Chairperson 

PTA Elections 

Are you interested in making 

an impact at your children’s 

school? The PTA Board is look-

ing for two energetic individu-

als to take on the PTA roles of 

President and Vice President. The PTA Board has two other 

positions, Treasurer and Secretary, filled by Kara Burgan and 

Shannon Burns, who are one year into their two year terms. 

It’s a great opportunity to help direct PTA goals, activities, 

expenditures, etc. You get to work with Mr. Joseph, Ms. 

Lewis and provide a great service to the DTES community – 

families and DTES staff.  

We would like to identify potential candidates by May. If you 

would like to find out more, please contact Karen Cornfeld 

at karenpta@yahoo.com. There will be other positions that 

we need to fill as we end this school year. Please consider 

the PTA President and PTA Vice President roles.  

http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1494
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/6307/Donations%20Web%20Page.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/6307/Donations%20Web%20Page.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/6307/Donations%20Web%20Page.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/Page/107301
http://www.lcps.org/Page/107301
facebook.com/dtespta
twitter.com/dtespta
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1513
http://www.lcps.org/cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=7679
http://www.lcps.org/cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=7679
mailto:loudounbudget@loudoun.gov
mailto:karenpta@yahoo.com


We Recycle Electronics and More!  

DTES wants your home & office printer cartridg-

es & old cell phones!  Ask the boss if you can 

have the old ones cluttering up the copy 

room and supply closet, and bring us your emp-

ty cartridges from home. Offer to take your friends' cell 

phones off their hands when they upgrade. You can 

drop them off in the school office anytime, or if you want to 

drop off outside of school hours just email di-

anne_andruzzi@hotmail.com to set it up.  

Did you get a new camera for Christmas? A new iPod or MP3 

player for your birthday? Use www.maxback.com to get mon-

ey & points for you and for our school. We get paid to recy-

cle....what a green way to contribute to the school!    

Submitted by Dianne Andruzzi, Ink Cartridge Recycling Chairperson 

Lost and Found 

Our Lost and Found is filling up! 

Next time you’re in the building, 

please stop by the rack across the 

hall from the Multipurpose Room 

to check for your belongings. Thank 

you! 

DTES International Festival  

What: Bring a food representing your 

heritage to share, enjoy tasting the deli-

cious and diverse cultures at DTES, and 

enjoy some multicultural entertainment 

too! 

When:  Friday, March 7th from 6:00-8:30 p.m. 

Where:  Dominion Trail Elementary School…..hallways, cafe-

teria and gym 

Who: Everyone! All students and their families are invited to 

attend, please bring a dish to share as your “ticket” in the 

door! 

Please contact Karen Vickers at Karen.vickers@lcps.org with 

any questions. 

Our Awesome Volunteers  

Thank you to everyone who graciously 

shares their time and energy with our 

school! The students and their fami-

lies appreciate your awesome contri-

butions! 

Looking for a way you can help? Contact Kara at ka-

ra.gt.burgan@gmail.com to learn more. 

Shenandoah University Teacher of the 

Year Awards 2014  

Would you like to be on the nominating committee for Shen-

andoah University Teacher of the Year Award? DTES can 

nominate two teachers in the following areas: Special Educa-

tion, Art, Music, Physical Education, English as a Second Lan-

guage, or Gifted and Talented. Candidates must have five 

years teaching experience in Loudoun County Public Schools.  

For more information, contact Karen Cornfeld at ka-

renpta@yahoo.com. 

DTES Science Showcase  

The DTES Science Fair Showcase 

will be the evening of Wednesday, 

April 9. Come see budding scien-

tists show what they have discovered! Science Showcase pro-

jects are required for 5th graders and optional for K-4th. Last 

year, DTES students were thrilled to talk with peers and 

adults about their work.  

The 5th grade carnival committee may be on hand to sell 

baked goods to raise money for the 5th grade carnival. If you 

need more information about the Science Showcase, or a 

Science Showcase packet, please ask your student’s teacher.  

Submitted by Karen Cornfeld, Science Showcase Chairperson 

Picture Day! 

Remember that Wednesday, March 5 is 

picture day, including the class pictures. 

Looking good! 

mailto:dianne_andruzzi@hotmail.com
mailto:dianne_andruzzi@hotmail.com
http://www.maxback.com
mailto:Karen.vickers@lcps.org
mailto:kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com
mailto:kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com
mailto:karenpta@yahoo.com
mailto:karenpta@yahoo.com


Labels for Education  

DTES is collecting Campbell's Labels 

for Education labels! To find out what products have these 

labels, visit the link below. A collection box is in the main 

office or you can send them into the school through your 

child's homework folder. Participating product lines include: 

Campbells, Dannon Kids Yogurt, Pace, Pepperidge Farm, 

Post, Prego, V-8, and more. 

www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/ 

Capri Sun Pouch Recycling  

We recycle Capri Sun and Honest Kid's Drink 

Pouches for money for our school! If you are 

planning a class party or pack these drinks in your child's 

lunch, please bring them to the cafeteria and place in the 

bin marked “Capri Sun/Honest Kids Drink Pouches.” This is a 

great way to earn free money for our school. You’re wel-

come to bring in drink pouches from outside organizations 

as well. 

R e w a r d s  P r o g r a m s  

Grocery Club Cards—Have 

You Linked Yours?  

Did you know that we raised approximate-

ly $8,000 from the grocery club card fund-

raising programs last year? And that was 

with around 200 cards enrolled in both the 

Giant & Harris Teeter programs. We currently have 500+ 

families at DTES – we’d love to see every family’s cards en-

rolled. If you haven’t had a chance to enroll your cards yet, 

please use the form on the PTA website and we’ll do it for 

you. http://goo.gl/2JE2Du 

Send in My Coke Rewards Codes  

DTES collects reward codes from Coca-

Cola products, which can be used to pur-

chase school supplies & equipment 

through the Coke Rewards catalog. These 14 character 

codes can be found on bottle caps or can packaging. Send 

the codes to school through your child’s homework folder 

and we can enter the codes for you. Or you can send an 

email with the codes to kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com and 

we’ll do the rest. 

Target Take Charge of Education  

Visit the website and select DTES as 

your designated school by using 

the school ID of 1814. Enter your Target RED card infor-

mation and DTES will earn a percentage of your purchases. 

Last year DTES raised about $460 from this program! 

https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home 

Amazon School Rewards—

Help Earn Free Money!  

Thanks to everyone for using the DTES Amazon link (http://

www.amazon.com?_encoding=UTF8&tag=domtraelesc09-

20) while shopping on Amazon's website last year; we were 

able to generate almost $625 through this fundraising pro-

gram. Make sure to keep this link bookmarked and continue 

to use for all of your back-to-school purchases!  

Box Tops for Education 

Clip Box Tops’ labels from participating 

products, place the labels on the collec-

tion sheet or in an envelope marked with your child’s name 

and teacher/classroom, and have your child drop them in 

the collection bin in their classroom. DTES receives 10¢ for 

each returned label. Register on the Box Tops’ website to 

find out about more ways to earn through special programs 

and contests. Last year DTES raised about $2,500 from this 

program! For more information contact Shannon Burns 

shannonheather@gmail.com. 

www.boxtops4education.com 

Market Day  

Market Day offers a wide selec-

tion of over 180 high quality foods at competitive prices, 

many of which are not available in your grocery store. Shop 

from the Market Day website using code #14129 and a per-

centage of your purchase earns money for DTES. Last year, 

DTES received approximately $1600 from Market Day.  

www.marketday.com 

Have a question about a fundraiser? Contact Kara at 

kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com for information. 

http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/
http://www.lcps.org/cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=7479
http://goo.gl/2JE2Du
mailto:kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com
https://www-secure.target.com/redcard/tcoe/home
http://www.amazon.com?_encoding=UTF8&tag=domtraelesc09-20
http://www.amazon.com?_encoding=UTF8&tag=domtraelesc09-20
http://www.amazon.com?_encoding=UTF8&tag=domtraelesc09-20
mailto:shannonheather@gmail.com
http://www.boxtops4education.com
http://www.marketday.com
mailto:kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com

